
Title of Book Grade Level
God Bless the Child by Billie Holiday. Grades: Preschool – 3
The Roots of Rap: 16 Bars on the 4 Pillars of Hip-Hop by Carole Boston Weatherford.  Grade Level: 1-2
Stevie Wonder (Little People, Big Dreams) by Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara.  Grade Level: 1-3
Singing Black by Mari Evans. Grades 1-2
Satchmo’s Blues by Alan Schroeder.   Grades 1-4
Little Melba and Her Big Trombone by Katheryn Russell-Brown. Grades 1-5
Mysterious Thelonious by Chris Raschka. Grades: 1-2
Duke Ellington: The Piano Prince and His Orchestra by Andrea Davis Pinkney: A rhythmic story of the famous composer. Grades: 1-4
The Little Piano Girl:  The Story of Mary Lou Williams by Ann Ingalls and Maryanne Macdonald Grades: 1-4
When the Beat Was Born: DJ Kool Hero and the Creation of Hip Hop by Laban Carrick Hill.  Grades: 1-4
Josephine: The Dazzling Life of Josephine Baker by Patricia Hruby Powell.  Grades: 2-5
Paul Robeson by Eloise Greenfield. Grades: 2-6
If I Only Had a Horn: Young Louis Armstrong by Roxane Orgill.  Grades: 2-7
Ray Charles by Sharon Bell Mathis. Grades: 3-7
Slave Spirituals and the Jubilee Singers by Michael L. Cooper. Grades: 5-12
American Jazz: Count Basie by Joanne Mattern. Grades: 5-6
Rhythm Ride: A Road Trip Through the Motown Sound by Andrea Davis Pinckney.  Grades: 5-9
John Coltrane: A Sound Supreme by John Selfridge. Grades: 7-9
Striders to Beboppers and Beyond: The Art of Jazz Piano by Leslie Gourse. Grades: 7-9
Go Down, Moses: Celebrating the African-American Spiritual by Richard Newman. Grades: 9-12
Max Found Two Sticks by Brian Pinkney Grades: K-3
Sing a Song: How Lift Every Voice and Sing Inspired Generations by Kelly Starling Lyons Grades: K-3
Before John Was a Jazz Giant by Carole Boston Weatherford.  Grades: K-4
The Gospel Cinderella by Joyce Carol Thomas. Grades: K-5
Ellington Was Not a Street by Ntozake Shange. Grades: K-6
Cumbayah by Floyd Cooper.  Grades: Preschool – 3
Doo-wop Pop by Roni Schotter. Grades: Preschool -3
Double Bass Blues by Andrea J. Loney. Grades: Preschool -3
Jazz age Josephine by Jonah Winter. Grades: Preschool -3
Ty’s Travels: Showtime!: A My First I Can Read Story About Music and Imagination for Kids by Kelly Starling Lyons. Grades: Preschool -3
Violet’s Music by Angela Johnson.  Grades: Preschool -3
We All Sing With the Same Voice: A Joyful Picture Book About Celebrating Our Differences for Kids by J. Philip Miller.  Grades: Preschool -3
We Shall Overcome by Bryan Collier.  Grades: Preschool -3
Walk Together Children: Black American Spirituals, Vol. 1 by Ashley Bryan. Grades: Preschool -6
The Story of Rap.  Grades: Preschool -K
Little Rosetta and The Talking Guitar by Charnelle Pinkney Barlow. Grades: Preschool-2
Rock of Ages by Tonya Bolden. Grades: Preschool-2
Charlie Parker Played be bop by Chris Raschka. Grades: Preschool-2 
Rap A Tap Tap: Here’s Bojangles-Think of That! Leo and Diane Dillon.  Grades: Preschool-2 
Bebop Express by H. L. Panahi. Grades: Preschool-3
Blues Boy: The B. B. King Story by Alice Faye Duncan.  Grades: Preschool-3
Dizzy by Jonah Winter. Grades: Preschool-3
Jazz Baby by Lisa Wheeler. Grades: Preschool-3
Jazzy Miz Mozzetta by Brenda C. Roberts. Grades: Preschool-3
King of Ragtime: The Story of Scott Joplin by Stephen Costanza. Grades: Preschool-3
Lucy Sings on Lucy Street by Lawrence Roberts and Sally-Ann Roberts Grades: Preschool-3



Mama Mable’s All-Gal Big Band Jazz Extravaganza! by Annie Sieg.  Grades: Preschool-3
Mary’s Idea: A Picture Book Biography of Self-Taught Jazz Composer Mary Lou Williams for Kids by Chris Raschka. Grades: Preschool-3
My Family Plays Music by Judy Cox Grades: Preschool-3
Nina: Jazz Legend and Civil-Rights Activist Nina Simone by Alice Briere-Haquet Grades: Preschool-3
The Legendary Miss Lena Horne by Carole Boston Wetherford. Grades: Preschool-3
Birth of the Cool by Kathleen Cornell Berman: Follows Miles Davis finding his sound.  Grades: 8-11 Grades: 8-11
Harlem's Little Blackbird by Renée Watson: Chronicles the life of Florence Mills. Grades: Preschool-2 Preschool-2
Hosea Plays On by Kathleen M. Blasi: A story about a modern saxophone player. Grades: Preschool-4 Preschool-4
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Jimi: Sounds Like a Rainbow by Gary Golio: Focuses on the young Jimi Hendrix's creativity. Grades: 1– 4 Grades: 1– 4
King of Ragtime by Carole Boston Weatherford: The story of Scott Joplin.  Grades: Preschool-3 Preschool-3
Lift Every Voice and Sing.  Illustrated by Bryan Collier Collier
Lift Every Voice and Sing: A Pictorial Tribute to the Negro National Anthem by James Weldon Johnson Johnson
Little Melba and Her Big Trombone by Katheryn Russell-Brown: Chronicles the life of jazz pioneer Melba Liston. Grades: Preschool-3 Preschool-3
Mister and Lady Day by Amy Novesky: Explores Billie Holiday's life through her love for her dog. Grades: Preschool-3 Preschool-3
Nina: A Story of Nina Simone by Traci N. Todd: Details the life of the singer and activist. Grades: Preschool-3 Preschool-3
RESPECT by Carole Boston Weatherford: Chronicles the rise of Aretha Franklin. Grades: Preschool-3 Preschool-3
Skit-Scat Raggedy Cat by Roxane Orgill: Tells the story of Ella Fitzgerald's early life.  Grades: 1-4 Grades: 1-4
Song for Jimi by Charles R. Smith Jr.: Explores the childhood of Jimi Hendrix. Grade: 2-5 Grade: 2-5
Strange Fruit by Gary Golio: Focuses on Billie Holiday and the power of her protest song. Grades: 3-6 Grades: 3-6
The Green Piano by Roberta Flack & Tonya Bolden: A story by the music legend about her upbringing. Grades: Preschool-3 Preschool-3
The Little Piano Girl by Ann Ingalls & Maryann Macdonald: Explores the childhood of jazz legend Mary Lou Williams.  Grades: 1-4 Grades: 1-4
The Roots of Rap by Carole Boston Weatherford: Explores the origins of rap music. Grades: Preschool-4 Preschool-4
Trombone Shorty by Troy Andrews: A personal story of the New Orleans Musician. Grades: Preschool-3 Preschool-3
When Marian Sang by Pam Muñoz Ryan: The story of renowned singer Marian Anderson. Grades:  2 -5 Grades:  2 -5

https://www.google.com/search?q=Birth+of+the+Cool&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&hl=en-us&client=safari&mstk=AUtExfA0Eroc26I-v9_9Cv8msv74GuB6A6EhgPPHPJe5LUqfQeYN1Cy8l_qz8EB9Rr0tSlq1qS6hh2QmFw3yZwKdnv9cz9e-hmckNjPP1IHBz9gY2AcjEXV80XNTlFY9VXRpqope2NsPzkz-mHq-KqpkEKA5D0aqxopKDGgiY5G_yfN0PKY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjvp6S6huiTAxVfM9AFHZYWKrgQgK4QegQIAxAM
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https://www.google.com/search?q=King+of+Ragtime&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&hl=en-us&client=safari&mstk=AUtExfA0Eroc26I-v9_9Cv8msv74GuB6A6EhgPPHPJe5LUqfQeYN1Cy8l_qz8EB9Rr0tSlq1qS6hh2QmFw3yZwKdnv9cz9e-hmckNjPP1IHBz9gY2AcjEXV80XNTlFY9VXRpqope2NsPzkz-mHq-KqpkEKA5D0aqxopKDGgiY5G_yfN0PKY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjvp6S6huiTAxVfM9AFHZYWKrgQgK4QegQIBxAH
https://www.google.com/search?q=Little+Melba+and+Her+Big+Trombone&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&hl=en-us&client=safari&mstk=AUtExfA0Eroc26I-v9_9Cv8msv74GuB6A6EhgPPHPJe5LUqfQeYN1Cy8l_qz8EB9Rr0tSlq1qS6hh2QmFw3yZwKdnv9cz9e-hmckNjPP1IHBz9gY2AcjEXV80XNTlFY9VXRpqope2NsPzkz-mHq-KqpkEKA5D0aqxopKDGgiY5G_yfN0PKY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjvp6S6huiTAxVfM9AFHZYWKrgQgK4QegQIAxAC
https://www.google.com/search?q=Mister+and+Lady+Day&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&hl=en-us&client=safari&mstk=AUtExfA0Eroc26I-v9_9Cv8msv74GuB6A6EhgPPHPJe5LUqfQeYN1Cy8l_qz8EB9Rr0tSlq1qS6hh2QmFw3yZwKdnv9cz9e-hmckNjPP1IHBz9gY2AcjEXV80XNTlFY9VXRpqope2NsPzkz-mHq-KqpkEKA5D0aqxopKDGgiY5G_yfN0PKY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjvp6S6huiTAxVfM9AFHZYWKrgQgK4QegQIAxAI
https://www.google.com/search?q=Nina%3A+A+Story+of+Nina+Simone&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&hl=en-us&client=safari&mstk=AUtExfA0Eroc26I-v9_9Cv8msv74GuB6A6EhgPPHPJe5LUqfQeYN1Cy8l_qz8EB9Rr0tSlq1qS6hh2QmFw3yZwKdnv9cz9e-hmckNjPP1IHBz9gY2AcjEXV80XNTlFY9VXRpqope2NsPzkz-mHq-KqpkEKA5D0aqxopKDGgiY5G_yfN0PKY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjvp6S6huiTAxVfM9AFHZYWKrgQgK4QegQIAxAO
https://www.google.com/search?q=RESPECT&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&hl=en-us&client=safari&mstk=AUtExfA0Eroc26I-v9_9Cv8msv74GuB6A6EhgPPHPJe5LUqfQeYN1Cy8l_qz8EB9Rr0tSlq1qS6hh2QmFw3yZwKdnv9cz9e-hmckNjPP1IHBz9gY2AcjEXV80XNTlFY9VXRpqope2NsPzkz-mHq-KqpkEKA5D0aqxopKDGgiY5G_yfN0PKY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjvp6S6huiTAxVfM9AFHZYWKrgQgK4QegQIBRAB
https://www.google.com/search?q=Skit-Scat+Raggedy+Cat&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&hl=en-us&client=safari&mstk=AUtExfA0Eroc26I-v9_9Cv8msv74GuB6A6EhgPPHPJe5LUqfQeYN1Cy8l_qz8EB9Rr0tSlq1qS6hh2QmFw3yZwKdnv9cz9e-hmckNjPP1IHBz9gY2AcjEXV80XNTlFY9VXRpqope2NsPzkz-mHq-KqpkEKA5D0aqxopKDGgiY5G_yfN0PKY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjvp6S6huiTAxVfM9AFHZYWKrgQgK4QegQIAxAG
https://www.google.com/search?q=Song+for+Jimi&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&hl=en-us&client=safari&mstk=AUtExfA0Eroc26I-v9_9Cv8msv74GuB6A6EhgPPHPJe5LUqfQeYN1Cy8l_qz8EB9Rr0tSlq1qS6hh2QmFw3yZwKdnv9cz9e-hmckNjPP1IHBz9gY2AcjEXV80XNTlFY9VXRpqope2NsPzkz-mHq-KqpkEKA5D0aqxopKDGgiY5G_yfN0PKY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjvp6S6huiTAxVfM9AFHZYWKrgQgK4QegQIBRAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=Strange+Fruit&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&hl=en-us&client=safari&mstk=AUtExfA0Eroc26I-v9_9Cv8msv74GuB6A6EhgPPHPJe5LUqfQeYN1Cy8l_qz8EB9Rr0tSlq1qS6hh2QmFw3yZwKdnv9cz9e-hmckNjPP1IHBz9gY2AcjEXV80XNTlFY9VXRpqope2NsPzkz-mHq-KqpkEKA5D0aqxopKDGgiY5G_yfN0PKY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjvp6S6huiTAxVfM9AFHZYWKrgQgK4QegQIAxAK
https://www.google.com/search?q=The+Green+Piano&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&hl=en-us&client=safari&mstk=AUtExfA0Eroc26I-v9_9Cv8msv74GuB6A6EhgPPHPJe5LUqfQeYN1Cy8l_qz8EB9Rr0tSlq1qS6hh2QmFw3yZwKdnv9cz9e-hmckNjPP1IHBz9gY2AcjEXV80XNTlFY9VXRpqope2NsPzkz-mHq-KqpkEKA5D0aqxopKDGgiY5G_yfN0PKY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjvp6S6huiTAxVfM9AFHZYWKrgQgK4QegQIBRAJ
https://www.google.com/search?q=The+Little+Piano+Girl&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&hl=en-us&client=safari&mstk=AUtExfA0Eroc26I-v9_9Cv8msv74GuB6A6EhgPPHPJe5LUqfQeYN1Cy8l_qz8EB9Rr0tSlq1qS6hh2QmFw3yZwKdnv9cz9e-hmckNjPP1IHBz9gY2AcjEXV80XNTlFY9VXRpqope2NsPzkz-mHq-KqpkEKA5D0aqxopKDGgiY5G_yfN0PKY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjvp6S6huiTAxVfM9AFHZYWKrgQgK4QegQIAxAE
https://www.google.com/search?q=The+Roots+of+Rap&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&hl=en-us&client=safari&mstk=AUtExfA0Eroc26I-v9_9Cv8msv74GuB6A6EhgPPHPJe5LUqfQeYN1Cy8l_qz8EB9Rr0tSlq1qS6hh2QmFw3yZwKdnv9cz9e-hmckNjPP1IHBz9gY2AcjEXV80XNTlFY9VXRpqope2NsPzkz-mHq-KqpkEKA5D0aqxopKDGgiY5G_yfN0PKY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjvp6S6huiTAxVfM9AFHZYWKrgQgK4QegQIBxAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=Trombone+Shorty&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&hl=en-us&client=safari&mstk=AUtExfA0Eroc26I-v9_9Cv8msv74GuB6A6EhgPPHPJe5LUqfQeYN1Cy8l_qz8EB9Rr0tSlq1qS6hh2QmFw3yZwKdnv9cz9e-hmckNjPP1IHBz9gY2AcjEXV80XNTlFY9VXRpqope2NsPzkz-mHq-KqpkEKA5D0aqxopKDGgiY5G_yfN0PKY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjvp6S6huiTAxVfM9AFHZYWKrgQgK4QegQIBRAD
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